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ORATION . 
1 . 

Companions, 
The form of Masonio prooedure which governs the 

Consecration of a Hol y Royal Aroh Chapter, diotates that at thi s 

point there shall be delivered by the Consecrating Third 

Principal , an Oration on the Nature and Purposes of the 

Institution . In attempting in all humility to oarry out my duty 

therefore , I would ask you forthwith to ad just your minds to what 

I conceive to be the interpre tation of the term "Oration" which 

i s appropriate to the oooasion . I do not aspire to any 

outst anding degree of rhetoric, or fluency of phrasing, and as 

: endeavour to engage your attention for a short space - while 

our thoughts concentrat e on what is being done here this day -

- 1ould commend t o your considerat ioj t ha t the definition of the 

• :.. "Qr .... tion" for us is in the n ture of an aot of prayer or 

In such a f r ame of hea~; nd o:nd then, l et us 

-n ny ---eop- - assess : he natu~e end purposes of 

i~e-:: b~ y nd i:..medintely brought face to 

i::he very opening words of the VSL which lies open 

us in wll our Ceremonies :-

_n t he beginning, God creat ed the Heavens and the eart h, 

n: the earth was without form, and void, 

...... na darkness was on the f noe of the deep, 

.. na. the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters, 

.. nd God said: Let there be Li ght . And there was Light . " 

These words of deep awe and signifioanoe - t hese 

s~~~kingly dominant phrases - are familiar t o each one of us not , 
only as the fi r st words of our precious r ecord of God 's r eveal ed 

.·:1 and word, but as marking a climax in the dramatic sequence of 

events which we experience in the unf olding of every Ce r emony of 

: xeltation in which we take part . They ar e, indeed, the 

~ ndamental expression of the bel i ef whioh each one of us has 

·-:!"'lled, pri or to our reception into the Body of Freemasonry. 
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2 . 

In the absence of such belief , our desire t o part i cipate in the 

joys and privileges of t he Craft coul d never have been fulfilled . 

that 

was , 

\;he. -

Let us , f or a f ew moments , take ou r minds baok t o 

oecu_i ~r mome nt when we we re recei ved into Freemas onry . I t 

:n sense, a rebirth . We we re, so to speak, recal l ed t o 

... :n~ of our existence wher e we we re devoi d of material 

:nnocent ; def encel ess ; and with unformed but receptive 

Of one thing al one were we sure - of our belief in the 

ce of God Al mighty, a God ever ready t o show his love f or 

r ace, and cons tant ly at our side t o preserve us f r om 

_e •• ever His Name is invoked . t.rre l earned, earl y af t er 

::ry :.nto the Order , tha t Freemasons adopt a "peculiar 

of mor o.lity", impl yi ng a. t onoe a duty t o our God, our 

ur , end oursel ves . ~e were i nst ructed as to the gr eat 

Charity and Br other hood; of Secrecy; of fideli ty t o 

r U!laertaki ngs ; of loy~lty t o our King and Country . 

At our pass i ng to the Second o~gree , under circumstanc e ~ 

ue a~e enabl ed to pursue our advancement in Masonic 

e cont empl at e the bl ess i ng of intell ect with which 

en~OITed us , and i n c spirit of gr atitude we resolve t o 

our resear che s into the Hidden Myster i es of Nature and 

• -hich Jod will r eveal t o us . We l earn, and re- inf orce 

·-~s :hat the just and upr ight i ntenti ons of a Freemason 

_ -- -~ t o all mankind; t hat he deal s squar el y with all 

.. : - he.~ hm;ever exalted may be hi s station in life , he 

r forge t that we are al l sprung from the same st ock, and 

~ ely shar e t he same hope when the Gr and Levell er of the 

ssesses our act i ons through lif e, and sees f i t to call 

- rnerd . 

On being r ai sed t o the S .D .M .M , we ar e again remi nded, 

such wer e ne cessary ) of the paramount i mportance t o the 

e::.eson of ~i delity and secrecy . Our ri tual assumes a mor e 

end dremetic char ac t er, o.nd points out, wi th 
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3 . 

perticular emphas is on the oentral figure in the scene, that the 

just and virtuous man woul d r ather suffer death than betray the 

nobl e principles which have up t o now inspired him . Indeed, we 

ar c brought , in symbolical manner , t o t he olosing hour of our 

ex:s· ence on this earth . VTe are t old that, having been conducted 

-- ~he intricate windings of this mortal life, we ar e nrn1 

• 

- ea. how to die . 

Compani ons : If we refl ect carefully on this context , 

perceive that the wl.ol e t eaching i s an emphasis of the 

~:sties which ough t to poss ess and govern us while ~ 

- ·us:ioe, truth, f i delity, honour , and virtue; t hat our 

~us schooled, are me rely a phase which is the stepping

:nt o the next stage of our ~t~ rnal existence . Let us then 

:'eel that the Third Degr ee in Freemasonry i ndicates t he 

:n which \:e all should strive t o live, so that in the 

of the Gr eo.t Ar chitec t , we may in quiet , firm, and 

faith and confidence approaoh our l ast ooment her e 

Even so, vie Masons in our onward and upward course, 

nstantly seeking further r evelation . We have thus far 

- i!:ner sed in the study and lmowl edge of oursel ves, ass i st ed 

and t eachings . Hencef orward, in the 

:on of t he Master Mason ' s degree , we become partioipators 

- culmination which we denominate the Supreme Order of the 

! :~rch of Jerusaleo . T're now concentrate on e. mystioisn 

- o_i sm which leads us to a fuller knowl edge of the nature 

.nee of God Al mighty . The sensations we have hitherto 

- =ce~ ar e t o r ecede into insignificance as we gain a closer 

- -: o~ of Him who is the Great I Ao, who was in the 

now, and ever shall remain - The Eternal Cr eat or 

r~-ures being subject to His mighty will and power. 

"In the beginning " 

Mankind has ever speculated on t he process by whioh 
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the Universe and t his Earth of ours evolved . In the remote 

distance of past countless millions of years , a pioture arises 

4. 

of a flami ng , gnseous mass , gradually subsiding and solidifying, 

until the stage i s r eached Ylhere life as we know it become s 

poss i bl e . For further countless cen turies , this life was t o 

evolve sl owl y thr ough the veget abl e and animal stages . And none 

oan deny that the All- seeing Eye of the Most High sought and 

de termined. the moment when the devel opment of our early f orbears 

wes ripe f or tho gift of intell eot, and that by the expressed 

essence of creation, man bece.rne a living soul. I f , within the 

:i~its of our finite mi nds , we ~re perplexed in reconciling suoh 

prcoess with t he orea.ti -;e fl.ct , l et us r ecall, that time as we 

. rtels assess it, is no f~c~or of consideration for One whose 

J.1.s- ence i s eternal , and th~: the progress of t his world and its 

i ts oost re~o-e origin is in fact the de veloped 

ect and intention o: -he Aloighty, to whom t hese countless 

of year s are but ~5 en instant . In such belief do we 

'esons t oday ackncm_edg~ ~he~ God created the ear th, and 

hes ordered man to ~ e_l upon it . 

From t hat far a'.':ey oooent when man first became 

of int ellect, he ~= retained a fundamental reoognition 

:Jbjoction t o an 07er- riding power which rul es and guides 

In remo te tines, he express ed this in t he worship 

l coents , of i dols, end in many and vari ed conceptions of 

.. ...... _ of God . Civilisations have ri sen and de cayed, but 

hout , the re has been the accepted necessity f or t he 

~ cg.:tion and wor ship of the higher power . We believe that 

-_e Sacred Volume, on which we found our Order, hands down t o 

~ r ur post erity the r ecord of t he hol y will and wo rd of 

A-mighty as r eveal ed in these l at er ages ; We l earn and 

_ ereei~s that God is continually and increasingly revealing 
r; sel.L' a d H" --- - n i s purpose, and we are pl ainl y aware of a constantly 

~c:ng pattern of existence and worship of God Al mighty which 

_:e-~our i n our Supreme Order t o f oster and pr omote . 
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s. 
It i s, Compani ons, i n this oul minati on of our 

__ asoni o exper i onoe, The Supreoe Order of t he Holy Royal Arch, 

th~t we enter upon what we may oonteopl at e ns our Hol y of Holies . 

At once, we find our sel ve s in a sphere of sanctity whioh i s 

.:..nevi t abl e a.s we ref l ect on a nearer aoproaoh t o knowl edge of 

t he Al mi gh ty . We o.re r emi nded of God ' s Di vine guidance of His 

otosen peopl e . Of His r evela tion of Himself, of Hi s awful 

. t~e r , yet of His read iness t o f orgi ve notwit hst andi ng const ant 

: e. _l i ng f r om grace . We reflect on t he for t unes and mi sfortunes 

: ~no i ont civi li sati on ~, on t he splendours of ancien t courts; on 

-he return of God's chosen peopl e from thei r periods of captivi ty; 

n thei r cons truc t i on of t he ra~gnific en t t empl es t o the honour and 

g:o~7 of the Most Hi gh . And in our Chapt er s t oday, we 

:n orporate a r esembl ance of the Hol y Altar of those t emples, 

~eupon in all humility we may r ecei ve that Saored and Mystic 

hi ch none may dare l igh~l~ ~o pr onounce . 

ihe re we have pre-:o~ sl;· ?:or al ised on the symbolism 

-e e_ e.nd per pendio·1_ , 1•e r.ow geze f or t he f i r st t i rae 

_ ~ -~e ~ircle and Tri e.ngl e, and i n due t ine we aspire t o 

:.=p~~t on our hearts the l esson t hey convey. 

Compani ons , as eech one of us endeavours t o assess the 

end purpose of our o~ ·er, l et us ret urn t o a spirit of 

prayer . Let us enchor our t hought s to the Cirole 

is the eQbl em of Etbrni~/ . Let us r efl ect upon t he Sao red 

e, and l et us r everence the name of t he Great I An . 

Let us ever bear in mind t hose oharaoter s at t he angl es 

- . i engl e, whose i nt erpr t; t ation i s of suoh exceeding 

May we never f orge t tha t we are t he bel oved chil dren 

cont inued exist ence are 

express purpose of Hi m, who was f r om the beginning, 

anJ t hat by dil igent appl i cati on of the t enets and 
-~~· nl e ~u h d -J-::- Js .. o our or er promul ga tes, y"'e may · " r ecognise in 

:-es t he inef~abl e essence SPIRIT LORD 
---...;....:;~· 
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6. 

As Cr aft Masons , we are requir ed to make a daily 

advancement in l.fu.son ic Knowledge , which is indeed, and in fac t , 

a conscious knowl edge of ourselves , and of those virtues which 

render us accept abl e to our Divine Creator . 

As Royal Arch Masons , we are pe r mitted to advance 

further in the fuller int imacy of the holiness and et er nal 

essence of God . So l et the guiding thought of each Royal JU'ch 

~ason be one of unending progr ess towar ds that perfection wh ich 

ap~ertains t o God al one . 

Forward to l ove , wisdom, beauty, strength, awe, 

worship, and r everence , 

Forward to a closer at -one-ment with God Almighty, 

For war d; ever f or war d, into t he Light . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
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